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Dispatches editorial

colby

From the Editor’s Desk
	It wasn’t Doug Archibald’s first teach-in. At Cornell University in the
1960s, Archibald, then a young politically liberal (and to some, radical)
English professor, was a regular at panel discussions on the Vietnam
War. In April, in his last semester at Colby before retirement, he organized
another teach-in, this time on the war in Iraq. “I was surprised that I wasn’t
jaded about it,” Archibald said, “and the students didn’t seem to feel it was
the resurrection of something old-fashioned.”
	The teach-in, held in Lorimer Chapel, didn’t feel like a throwback. It felt new
and important—the responsible thing to do in the face of a controversial war.
Quickly planned (Archibald noted that e-mail makes light work of what
was a heavier task in the 1960s), the teach-in panel was an interesting mix. In addition to Archibald,
panelists were Debra Campbell (religion), Sandy Maisel (government), Rob Weisbrot (government),
Paul Josephson (history), Ken Rodman (government), Walter Hatch (government) and Joe Reisert (government). A couple of hundred students, staff and other faculty filled the pews, listened attentively
and posed thoughtful and knowledgeable questions. These people had done their homework.
	The presenters cited some heavy hitters, from Thomas Merton to Machiavelli. The majority of
the speakers were opposed to the war, though their opposition ranged from vehement to moderate.
Defending the Bush administration’s justification for pre-emptive war, Reisert found more support
from students than from his colleagues.
	This forum juxtaposed different views and perspectives about a matter of vital interest. It offered
an opportunity to see faculty offer differing but well-reasoned arguments. It was like baseball’s interleague play—you were able to see players from parallel leagues (departments) go head to head.
Well, sort of. Actually, the atmosphere was collegial. Television panel shows could learn something
from a forum conducted without empty rhetoric. The public could, too.
	That was the comment of a fellow who stood up near the end of the teach-in. He said he’d seen a
notice of this event on the Internet. He worked in a paper mill in Madison, he said, and his paratrooper son was, at that very moment, bound for combat in Iraq. The man said he felt there was
no justification for the war, though he supported his soldier son. He also asked if there was a way
forums like the teach-in could be brought to the community beyond Colby.
Funny he should mention it. In this issue (page 6) you’ll see that plans are well underway for
Colby’s Center for Public Affairs and Civic Engagement. The center will focus on public policy and
international affairs as well as communities and civic engagement. It appears that what Colby does
well now—concentrating powerful intellects from around the world on solutions to political and social
problems—it will do even better in the near future. Stay tuned.
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letters Dispatches

Letters
“The Forgotten War” Is Not
Thank you for the article “The Forgotten
War” (spring ’03 Colby ). It was a blessing to
a sad heart! I served in frontline hospitals in
the Korean War, and after over 50 years I
still see the faces of wounded and dying men
looking up at me and asking, “Why? Why
doesn’t America care? Why have we been
forgotten? Why wasn’t war declared? Why
are we fighting under two flags?”
Wounded and dying men never lie, and if
I were to tell just half of what they told me
few would ever believe it. Why have we not
learned the truths of this terrible war that led
to Vietnam, Kosovo and Iraq? I wonder if
their fears of dying in vain have come true?
Dr. Paul Lycette ’52
Jackson, Miss.
I would like to correct one small aspect
of your otherwise very well written and
well-timed article, “The Forgotten War”
(spring ’03 Colby).
I would like to point out that World
War I was “the war to end all wars” (usually
ascribed to President Woodrow Wilson, but
also referred to earlier in a short pamphlet
written by H. G. Wells in 1917), not World
War II as was indicated in the article in the
middle of page 18.
Thanks again for a fine article.
Daniel C. Kasperski, Ph.D., P’05
Captain, USNR (Retired)
Naperville, Ill.
Regarding “The Forgotten War” (spring
’03 Colby), the war began the summer after
I graduated. I was in the inactive reserves
but a lieutenant failed to show to re-up me;
I was enrolled at Andover Newton Seminary, and all the time there felt guilty. As a
WWII combat vet I had an idea what men
were going through.
I guess my guilt only lifted when a few
years ago I read James Brady’s The Coldest
War, the story of his year in Korea. When
he left, he said, “It wasn’t my war anymore;
it belonged to other men . . . I hadn’t done
badly . . . ” I wrote him my appreciation.
Your article was a penetrating recovery
of that strange and difficult time. I had not

known (or had forgotten) about the Colby
ROTC of the time. Thank you for bringing
back Korea. It is, indeed, a forgotten war.
But the stirring memorial in Washington,
D.C., especially after a snow storm, and
articles like yours will help ensure we never
do forget it.
Win Clark ’50
Plymouth, Mass.

The Tragedy of Eating Disorders
We want to thank Colby for the article
about eating disorders (“Impossible Image,”
fall 2001). Our friend Kim Konieczny
’83 died of complications from Anorexia
Nervosa in March 1998. The tragedy of
this disease—which is so difficult to understand—is exemplified in the death of this
beautiful, smart, fun-loving, athletic person
who had so much to live for. Those of you
who knew Kim through Colby know what a
tragedy it was to lose her.
Those of us who knew Kim, and who
felt so helpless as Kim’s battle with this
disease came to an end, decided to do
something in her memory to help others
afflicted with eating disorders. To that end,
several years ago we held a golf tournament involving Kim’s family and friends to
raise some money ($450) for the Northern
New England Eating Disorders Program at
Mercy Hospital in Portland. Thus was born
the K2 Invitational Golf Tournament.
Since 1998, the event has grown each
year and raised over $30,000 for the program, which offers the only comprehensive,
inpatient and day-treatment services for
eating disorders in Maine. Staffed by experienced nurses, therapists, nutritionists and
physicians, the Eating Disorders Program
recognizes that individuals and their families
need empathetic support, education and
structured care to recover.
The 6th Annual K2 Invitational Golf

Tournament will be held on Sunday, September 14, at the Bath (Maine) Country
Club. We would like to extend an invitation
to join us for the event this year. Through
your participation we may be able to help
prevent another tragedy like Kim’s death
from happening. I can be reached
at bberanmuller@hotmail.com or
207-781-4604.
Barby Beran Muller ’75
Falmouth, Maine
Phil McCarthy ’78, Lori Davis ’84
Bath, Maine

Cleveland Reaching Out, Too
I wanted to take the opportunity to
respond with excitement to the story
(“Reaching Out,” spring ’03 Colby) regarding
the state of Maine’s initiative to use alumni
of its schools to its economic benefit.
I am spearheading an initiative, in conjunction with other business and civic leaders, which seeks to do much the same thing
with Cleveland alums. Dubbed “SayYES!
to Cleveland,” its mission is to connect
Clevelanders in cities across America,
building upon the emotional equity we
all feel for the region, to bring economic
opportunities home. We just returned from
our inaugural trip to Silicon Valley and will
hit Chicago this summer. New York and
Boston or Washington, D.C., are slated
for 2004.
Perhaps you can forward this link
(www.neohio.craintech.com/cgi-bin/article.
pl?articleId=2702) to the folks in Maine.
Laura Steinbrink ’93
Cleveland, Ohio
For more letters on the Korean War,
diversity, Marjorie Bither and the Arey
Murals please visit us online at
www.colby.edu/colby.mag/issues/sum03/letters

Letters Welcome
Colby welcomes your letters. Send them to Gerry Boyle, editor; Colby magazine; Office
of Communications; 4180 Mayflower Hill; Waterville, ME 04901, or by e-mail to
mag@colby.edu. Length should be limited to 400 words or less. Colby reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.
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Dispatches periscope
Gleaned from the campus newsletter, FYI

Quirky Coverage
The quirkiest news coverage of a huge gift toward a
new Colby building was in the
Financial News (U.K.). On June
1 that publication reported that
Bob Diamond ’73, whom it
described as “the sharp-dressing doyen of debt,” had written
a “cheque for no less than $6m
(Euros 5.04m)” for Colby’s
proposed social sciences and
interdisciplinary studies building.
The story portrayed a gasping
President William Adams, “as
he gazed in awe at the college’s
updated bank balance,” and said
“$6m is enough to make sure
that any embarrassing, big-haired
graduation photos from the early
1970s disappear when journalists
come asking for them.”

Eighth Wall; High Flattery?
As conceptual art is supposed
to, Sol LeWitt’s 12-foot-high,
68-foot-long sculpture, Seven
Walls, has provoked debate ever
since it was installed on the
museum’s lawn. The latest salvo
in this public discourse on the

nature of art is a double whodunit. In the wee hours on the
last day of classes, a small eighth
wall, built of concrete blocks
that perfectly matched those in
Seven Walls, was erected adjacent
to the sculpture. It was hastily disassembled that morning.
“The piece was executed in the
best artistic sense,” said Museum
Director Dan Rosenfeld. Problem is, no one knows whom to
commend or whom to condemn.
No one is saying who ordered
its removal, and the identity of
the artist(s) remains shrouded
in mystery as well. An image is
online at www.colby.edu/news/
photos/8thwall.jpg.

A Coffin in the Field House
Todd Coffin ’83, named
Colby’s 19th head coach of
cross country and track and
field, has a pair of shoes waiting for him when he arrives
at the Alfond Athletic Center
August 1. Colby’s first NCAA
champion in any sport, Todd
won the 1983 NCAA Division III steeplechase, and the

College retired his track shoes
in a ceremony 10 years later. A
geology major, Todd earned an
M.S. in geology from Purdue
and worked as a geologist in
Houston, Massachusetts and
Maine. He coached runners
at USM and was an assistant
cross-country coach at a small
college in Brunswick before
that. Even though his shoes
retired, he won the Masters
New England Half Marathon
in 2002. Welcome back Todd,
who replaces his mentor, Jim
Wescott, who retired July 1
after 25 years at Colby.

Smoke-Free in ’03
In May, Colby joined the tide
of institutions banning smoking
in all buildings by expanding
the no-smoking policy from all
administrative and academic
buildings on campus to include
residence halls and on-campus
apartments. The ban went into
effect following commencement.
Because smoking is “a major
public health concern,” the College has a duty to protect, where

possible, students, employees
and visitors who choose not
to smoke, said President Bro
Adams. College Physician
Melanie Thompson, M.D.,
says the Health Center offers
resources that can help employees and students quit.

Mom in Absentia
Maine is a long way from North
Dakota, especially when you
have one child graduating in
each state on the same day. For
at least one family, our commencement webcast helped.
Margery Michael wrote that
the family watched son Michael
Richardson ’03 march Sunday
morning and then attended his
sister’s high school graduation
hours later. Ms. Michael was
grateful for more than just the
webcast. “We are not a wealthy
family by monetary standards.
We are, however, wealthy
beyond measure in that our son
has had the opportunity to be
educated at Colby College,” she
told President Bro Adams in a
thank-you note.

Colby Update: Brian MacQuarrie ’74
Boston Globe reporter Brian MacQuarrie ’74 (“On Terror’s Trail,” fall
’02 Colby) continues to ride the wave
of events that followed the terrorist
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.
	MacQuarrie recently returned from
Iraq, where he spent six weeks as an
embedded reporter with an artillery battalion attached to the U.S. Army Third
Infantry Division. The battalion followed
closely behind tanks and infantry as
they swept north to Baghdad from
Kuwait. MacQuarrie ducked for cover during firefights, wrote his stories
with a poncho draped over his head and laptop (its screen glow risked
making him a target for Iraqi snipers at night) and witnessed everything
from carnage left in the wake of battles to looters stripping Baghdad to
elated Iraqi civilians waving from roadsides.
“That may have been the biggest surprise of the whole thing,” MacQuarrie said, back at the Globe in mid-May. “There seemed to be genuine
relief and welcome there that I did not expect to see. . . . They seemed
genuinely curious about us, happy to see us in a way. But this was just after
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the place had gone down. I would expect it is much different now.”
MacQuarrie filed daily stories from the war for six weeks, transmitting
to Boston via satellite telephone. His final days were spent in Baghdad
interviewing residents and sometimes riding with patrols beginning reconstruction efforts. Often that consisted of driving a Humvee up to a group
of Iraqi men on a street corner and asking them what they needed. The
answers were the same: electrical power, food, security.
The needs were, and are, overwhelming. “I would liken it to Boston,
if all the utilities were out,” MacQuarrie said. “Power. Water. Food. No
schools, no hospitals except for the most basic care. No police force.
It was really a ground-up situation.”
He said he came to believe that U.S. soldiers genuinely cared about
the well-being of Iraqi civilians and that the defeat of Saddam Hussein’s
regime was a good thing for many Iraqis.
“I left with the feeling, which I didn’t expect, that their lives were better
off at that moment than they had been before,” MacQuarrie said. “But
with a lingering question of whether this, in the long term, was going to
be the right thing.”
He may be in a place to see what the longer term brings to Iraq.
MacQuarrie said he could be back, reporting for the Globe from Iraq, by
July. —Gerry Boyle ’78

Declaration of Independence

commencement

“The life of the world in the twenty-first century is still ‘unstoried, artless, unenhanced,’” poetry critic
Helen Vendler told graduating seniors May 25, quoting Robert Frost. “And it is up to your generation to
give it its history, its arts and its human enhancement in knowledge and development.” Vendler’s address
(online at www.colby.edu/commencement) was the highlight of an outdoor ceremony that ushered 497
members of the Class of 2003 from the status of students to graduates of Colby. Among them, Lisa M.
DeKeukelaere of Pleasant Valley, N.Y., with the highest grade point average, was class marshal. The
Condon Medal was shared by Gretchen E. Groggel of Omaha, Neb., and Laura E. Shufelt of Darien,
Conn. Chaos theorist Edward N.
Lorenz, renowned anthropologist Clifford Geertz, human-rights advocate
Sonia Picado and photographer Peter
Ralston received honorary degrees, as did
Vendler. President William Adams made
the call to hold ceremonies outdoors
despite threatening skies and forecasts.
No rain fell, and he earned the gratitude
of hundreds who wouldn’t have been able
to fit in the gymnasium.

photos by: fred field

Poetry scholar Helen A. Vendler of Harvard (left) delivered the
commencement address to graduating seniors (below), families and
friends. Class speaker Evan P. McGee ’03 (lower left) presented a
framed, muddy T-shirt to the dean of students to commemorate the
seniors’ celebration at Johnson Pond, and he asked President William
Adams to hold “Moose,” a ferret, during McGee’s talk. Adams (above)
got help with Moose from James B. Crawford ’64, chair of the Board of
Trustees. Heidi E. Bungeroth ’03 (bottom) was one of 497 graduates
who received degrees and mugged for cameras.
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